
This seminar brings together three 
emerging scholars advancing new 
directions in the Historical International 
Relations of Asia. Tommy theorises how 
regional peripheries like Southeast Asia 
illuminate the boundaries of regional and 
global order. Frieder examines diplomatic 
encounters in the making of East Asian 
and European inter-polity orders. Kayeon 
reconsiders the ‘state vs empire’ and 
‘anarchy vs hierarchy’ dichotomies by 
revisiting the concept of the ‘emperor’ in 
historical East Asia.

Speakers 
Tommy Chai (PhD Candidate, ANU) 
Dr Frieder G. Dengler (American University) 
Kayeon Roh (PhD Candidate, University of 
Southern California)

Chair: Associate Professor Manjeet S. 
Pardesi (Victoria University of Wellington)

Contact 
gradnas@anu.edu.au 

Details 
Thurs 8 May 2025, 8.30-10am AEST 
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Graduate Research and Development Network on 
Asian Security (GRADNAS) Seminar Series


